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an officer in the Confederate Navy, ra-
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| Merrimae, the Nashville and the Pat-

) *jl',.]. 1_3.'.‘ leedents saul elacaeter, . He was as- | eigher anchored off the wharf or cruis-

gnarled cYpress tronks  whose

count of the Confederate vessels, the

rick Henry, to the Maryland Historical
Society, accompanying three pictures
of those vessels, a report of which has
beenalready publiched in the JOURNATL.
The account concluded with a deserip-
tion of

THE CAPTURE OF THE UNDERWRITER,
in February, 1864, by an expedition
under commuand of John Taylor Wood,
of Maryland, of the Confederate
States Navy, commander of the Con-
federate States privateer Tallahassce,
and subsequently an aid on the staff of
Jeflerson Davis. The account is as
follows:

“Early in the year 1864, (ol, Wood,
who had a short time before captured
a few I'ederal gunboats in the Rappa-
hannock river, solicited and obtained
permission from the Secretary of the
Confederate States Navy to fit out
boats for the capture of thie Federal
blockading vessels, by boarding them
in the night. Tn the month of Janu-
ary, 1864, the Confederate States naval
commanders in the ports of Savannals,
Charleston, Wilmington and Rich-
mond received instructions from the
Navy Department at the last named
city to select a boat’'s erew of fifteen
able and trusty seamen at each port,
from the iron-c¢lads then in commis-
sion, and with their boats to report at
Wilmington, N. C. About the latter
part of January, everything being in
readiness, well armed, and sccompa-
nied by four boats and two lannches,
we left Wilmington via the Kinston
Railway. Our destination was a mat-
ter of mueli eonjecture, and more than
one (uid nune puzzled his brain over
the problem.

NEWRERN AND ITS DEFENSES,

At the juneture of the Nense and
Trent rivers, sitnatedd on a peint of
landd, its shores washed by either
sircam, lies the town of Newbern, a
place of somoe note, in North Carolina.
After the il of Roanoke Island, on
the 14th of Febrnary, 18652, it fell into
the hands of the ederals, who imme-
diately after its suriender threw up
fortifications whiehh exteuded over an
area of twenty miles,  To further in-
ercase the streneth, and to render the
town proof against surprise or capture,
some three or fonr gunboats were

ing up and down the Nense or Trent.
The largest of these was the Under-
writer, which fired the first gun on
Roanoke TIsland, and whose eapinre
forms the suliject of ‘his sketeh.

THE EXPEDITION DOWN TIIE RIVER,

On Sunday w.orning, Janunary 3ist,
onr boats being dragged by the men
from the eprs and launched in the
Neuse at Kingston, we immediately
embarked and were scon nuder way,
puiling hard to Newhbern. The tnp
wais one of no little interest, but it
wonld execed proper limits to give a
Jdetailed accountof it. T shall therefore
confine myself toa fow generalities,
Those who remember the winter of
1864 will recall it as one of nnusnual
severity, and on the worming of our
expedition we saw but little of the
almost tropieal lnxy for whieh our
Sonthern conutry is noted, the river
wide and deep, with Hloating masses of
iee, through whieh the waves flowed
with a hoarse surge a2l sizh:; low
banks utterly destitute of vegetation
rose on either side, bord-red with

brancles, trailing with gray moss and
leafless vines, formed a skeleton wall,
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through the opering of which we
eanght an oceasional glimpse of the

i

vast battle field, over whose funeral
stayed to shed a tear.

{ eurve and turn, flashing in and ont,
the river scemed a succeession of tiny
lukes; wild dneks started at cur ap-

then flew on rapill wing to the forest
coverts beyond.  Silently our boat
sped down the stream, issaing no
sound save the steady splash and dip
of the oars as they fell into the water.,

| the first commanded by Colonel Wood,

L writer as it rung out four bells for two

itre placed at the head of the most dig- | from the gus-boat hier hull jJoomed up,
witingd and  responsible committer of | and sgain throngh the stillness eame
the Sevate, thrasting aside Charles | the sharp ring of her five bells for

bare forest woodlands, snceeeded
farther on by swamps and marshes,
whose rank grasses aad debris of
fallen logs and dead trunks seemed a

pyre neither vie or or vanqguished

Winding and crossing in many a

proach, rose from the banks, whirled
for an ipstant above onr heads, and

Oeccasionally a fallen log, covered with
sleet and ice, stayed onr progress, and
the monotony of the honr was varied |
by a boat aground, and now and then,
as night approachad, the low, solemn
sercech of the night owl was borne
o'er the stillness and hiash ef the dark
waters, The night grew very dark—a
night in consonanee with onr work of
daring and danger—and soon, as the
darkuess thickened and blackened, our
way could only be traced by the faint
light of the sky, glimmering through
the tree tops. At about 11 o'clock our
way grew ciearer, the shores seemed
to separate, and we scon emerged into
the open econntry above Newbern.
PREPARING FOR ACTION. .
To understand the plan of attack i
will be necessary to explain bhriefly,.—
Cicneral  Pickett, then commanding,
was to open fire on the encmy’s lines
in the morning, thns conecentrating
their attention inland, while we, taking
advautage of the diversion, if possible,
captnred one or more of the gunboais,
andd eleared the river. When in sight
of Newbern we ran into a small ereck,
amd hianling our hoats e¢'oie to the

them. “Give way!” shouted Colonel
Wood. *Give way, boys, give way,”
repeated Lientenant Loyal ; and give
way we did with a vim. If was a mo-
ment of terrible anxiety and uncertain-
ty, not unmingled with misgiving.
Were theenemy aware of our ap,
destruction was inevitable, Retreat
was impossible now: death lurked in A%
the still silent guns ahead in the wa- '
ters around.
THE BOARDING THE SHIT,

The instinctions wera that onedivis- i
ion should board {orward and the
other astern, but through seme mis-
tuke a larger number of boats went
forward, Colonel Wood amidships.
The enemy, whe had all gathered in
the wnjs just aft of the wheel-house,
greeted us as we came up with volley
after volley of musketry, which, flash-
ing in onr very faces, rendered plainly
visible the position of our opponents.
Qur men worked with a will, cool and
determined, in spite of tha deadly fire
that now and then struck down one of
their comrades. As soon as our boat
struck the sides of the Underwriter
the grapnel was thrown aboard, bring-
ing us close alongside, and we were
soon serambling up lher sides, the
firing continued unabated. Lientenant
Loyall was first on deck, with Gill, en-
gineor, and Colonel Wood at his side,
leading the men onward. Following
in their steps came Lientenants Hoge,
Kerr, Roche, Gardner, Roby, Wilkin- 2
son and Gift, and Midshipmen . Saun- '3
ders, Cooke and Schart, .

A TERRIBLE FiRE, i
At this time the fira was hotter than A
T had known during three years’ expe- <
rience of the war, both in the army and
navy, and I hardly dared hope that one
Lalf of our number wonld eseape with 3
their lives, Colonel Wood, a gallant
son of our glorions old Sta*e, I feared
every moment tosce fall, hut standing
upright in his boat, issning his orders
as coolly as before the enemy were in :
sight, he seemed to bear abont him n 1
charm which rendered him hullet- &
proof. One after another, in fatal 4
suceession onr men were shot down,
cerushing in their fall others. . :
CAPTURE OF THE(Boggu :
Once on the deck the fighting com- :
wmeneced in earnest, hand to hand, with ‘
entlasses and pistols, each one with a ]

rush gelecting his man, and so mne- ¢
qual were onr numbers that some r
struggled with three opponents at the

same time. In a few minutes the eap,

ture of the Underwriter was complete,

After defending their ship gallantly,

fighting desperately in al! parts, their :
brave commander slain and the major- .
ity of their men killed or wennded, !
the enemy called for quarter. 1

Our loss was over one-fourth of onr i

number—six killed and twenty-two 3
wounded. Poor Gill was lving in tho i
gangway mortally wounded, shot in k|
fonr places ; and Midshipman Sann-

ders, a gallant yonth, ent Jdown in a -
hand-to-hand fight, was breathing out
his young life on deck.

ATTACKED BY THE S8AND DATTERIES, &
The fight was ended, the boorders "
sneeessful.  The Underwriter being
moored head and stern nnder three
large batterics and scarcely n stones f
throw from the shore, the report of L4
the musketry had aronsed the soldiers
on the shore, and they were soon ac- ‘
tive witnessesof the scone, for numind-

ful of iheir own prisoners aboard,they

fired a shell into us, which striking the

upper machinery and cxploding on

deck produced a terrible choek, Fast

iy
and heavy they succeedal cach cther, ‘
and we soon fonnd that ti - sliore bat- :
teries had opened npon ns, |
DESTRUCTION OF THE UNDEXWRITER, g

The prisoners were ordered into the
boats, and the ship soon made ready
for action. Licutenant Hoge opened
the magazines and mauned the guns,
but the steam being down and the ma-
chinery disabled, it was found impos-
sible to take time to get away under
the heavy fire of the batteries, not a
hundred yards distant ; so taking time
only to hurry the prisoners into the
boats, and remove the wonnded, the
vessel was fired, and five minuates after
our evaenation of her the Under-
writer was one mass of {lames, con-
suming the dead bodies of the Fede-
rals killed in the action.
- _—*— -

CALDWLLLS ST CCESSORE.

An Interesting Senatorind Contost

i s amsas.

The lection of & Senastor to [l 2 va-
cancy eaused by dr. Caldwoell's resig-
nation will tuke place in the Kansas
Legisluture on Janunary the 28th.—
Thero are at least twenty candidatzs
for the position, and those hest inform-
ed in Kansa: politics are nuable to
make even a gmess as to who will be
successful. There are roally bat two
parties now in the State- that known
as the Agricultural or Farmers' party,
comprising the grangers, cheap trans-
potation associations and other similar
organizations and clnbs, nnited with
the solid body of sctt'ers on the Che-
rokee ceded lands in Southers Kansas,
and the railroad interests. The one
thing which the former jnst now de-
sires more than anything else is that
Coungress shall take sonwe action in re-

ard to the Cherokee coded lands. i
These lands, which make a strip of
fifty miles long and thirty wide, and
are among the richest in the State, 1
were thrown open by the government ;

for entry and settlement, were pnr-
chased by the actnal settlers from the
govirnment, and improvements made;
but before these men reeeivesd their
patents, the Departinent of the Inte-
rior decided that the lands belonged "

\

to the Missouri, Kausas, Texas, Law-
rence, Leaverworth and Galveston
Rueilroads, under an old grant, amd

shore Lided npon an island whose tall
greasses and shrabs aftorded us a tem-
porary haven. Al widnight the men |
were called to quarters, arms iuspeet- |
od, and ammnnition  distributed, 'l'oi
distinguish him, each man was farnish-
ed with a white badge, to be wora 01
the left arm, and the A sword,

|

[ (“Smuter”) being given the brave

i
fellows were ready and eager ful"

[ aetion.  The firing of Pickelt was

now heard at its height, and again
Launehing oar erafts in the Nense, the |
hoats were arranged in two divisions,

and thae secomd by Lientenant B. P,
Logal, and the two forming parallel to
each other we pnlled rapidly down the
stream. After a short time Colonel
Wead pulled the boats aleng-side his
own to receive instruections, and this
dome, he offered up fervent prayers for
the snecess of onr dangerons mission,
Soon the ¢lands that Lad been grow-
ing denser and more threatening, broke
on ns in all their fury, while throughY
the patter and plashing of the rain we
heand distinetly the beil of the Under-

o'cloek. (inided by the sonnd, we im-
mediately pulled toward her. We
prepared to spring npon the foe when
aul wherever he eame in sight,

TIIE DOCMED SiliP.

When sbout three hnndred xards

half-past two. Suddenly some one
hailed ns “Boat, ahoy !” “Boat, ahoy,”
azain shouted the wateh, and at the
same time sprang the rattle which
summoned the men to guarters, their
harrying figures becoming dimly vis-

aave to those Companies patents, Un-
less comething is done the settlers on
these 1,500 sqnare miles of terrvitory ‘
will be dispossessed, and cither driven
from their homes or foreed to pay the
railroad eompanies for the lands they .
have once paid the United States for.
These people ask Congress to autho-

¥ize a suit to be brought in the name
of the United States to recover the
title, in order that a final decision may
be reached. They have in vain arged |
upon their Senators and Representa- ¢ J
tives to proenre the passage of sneh :
an act, and now all the agrienltnral |
elubs and associations have made a "'J
common cause with them, and they

proposc to elect a Senator, withont re-

gard to polities, who will at least at- 1
tempt to do something for their relief. 1
Sepator Crazier Lhas mmiroduced a bill g
to rvefer the ease to the eanrts, ased 'i‘
male a specel in its favor. He denies ‘
thuat he is a candudate, but wonld prob- ‘
ah!y stand a better chance to receive .
the nomination shonld he get his bill
throngh the Senate than any other
{epublican. No one wonld, how-
ever, he snrprised if the farmers, tired :
of trasting the promises of the Repub- :
licans, should eonclude to fry a Demo- :
crat.- —Now York Tribuee. ‘

Brick Dust Deposit inlicates kidney
Cow - nl. Uhouk it we ovve. Hemboid's Ext,
suching, the Diurctie por cxcellionn o, 18 a certain
spacine 1 r a&ll ¢ reases of tho urinary organs
woud sexnal gystem. Dr. Hembold is the inly
man who ever really utilized ard extracted tho
vre-eminent virtuesof Buchu., Wis pre ation
ia a= much superior to the so called **Bachu, *
ascream is to skimmed milk. Iu fact, it never
fiils. Sold by druggists. dec 25-06 oy
— ettt

The Men go Wild

about splendid teeth. Therefore, falr ladies, & e
hehoves vou to know that Sozodont makes K
them glitter like orient pearl, and isa purg 1=

ible as all abreast we bore down upon

agent, harmless us spring water,




